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1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-5, drawn to an apparatus (kit), classified in class 425, subclass 
135. 

II. Claims 6-14, drawn to a method, classified in class 264, subclass 40.1 . 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case, the process as claimed can be used to make 
other and materially different product such as the interface electronics being a part of 
the injection molding machine electronics (not part of the kit), and being connected to 
the second injection cylinder. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Keith M. Baxter on March 5, 2004, a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group II, 
claims 6-14. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this 
Office action. Claims 1-5 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 
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5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(i). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 6, 7, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yukihiro et al (Pat. No. 5,186,621) taken together with Miyahara et al. (Pat. No. 
5,186,954). 

8. Yukihiro et al. discloses providing a single injection molding machine which can 
be attached to a single injection or to a double injection. The control interface of the 
injection cylinders are not taught in Yukihiro et al. Miyahara et al. teaches the interface 
between two injection cylinders and the operation of the control for a single cylinder 
used to determine the set up for the second cylinder. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to use the control system of Miyahara et al. in the 
single and double injection molding operations of Yukihiro et al. since the providing of 
controls for the operation of the injection molding machine is necessary for the complex 
operation of the multiple injections. The control moving the injection cylinder toward 
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and away from the stationary platen would have been obvious in the normal operation 
such as retraction after filling the mold cavity for cooling of the part in the cavity and the 
plastication in the injection cylinder. 

9. Claims 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yukihiro et al (Pat. No. 5,186,621 ) taken together with Miyahara et al. (Pat. No. 

5,1 86,954) as applied to claims 6, 7, 9 and 10 above, and further in view of Taoka et al. 
(Pat. No. 4,315,724). 

10. Taoka et al. teaches a second injection molding cylinder positioned and attach to 
the top of the stationary platen. It would have been obvious to position the second 
cylinder attached to the top of the stationary platen in Yukihiro depending upon the 
space provided on the factory floor. 

1 1 . Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yukihiro et al (Pat. No. 5,186,621 ) taken together with Miyahara et al. (Pat. No. 
5,186,954) as applied to claims 6, 7, 9 and 10 above, and further in view of Bertschi et 
al.(Pat. No. 5,651,998). 

12. Bertschi et al. teaches a second injection molding cylinder positioned and attach 
on the movable platen. It would have been obvious to position the second cylinder 
attached to the movable platen in Yukihiro depending upon the space provided on the 
factory floor. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill L. Heitbrink whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 199. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30-2:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael P. Colaianni can be reached on 571-272-1 196. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^J^^^J^ 




Jill L. Heitbrink 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1732 
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